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1878, being thus the last Rivington connected with
the house, which shortly afterwards was turned into
a limited liability company. In 1907 this was
absorbed into the business of Messrs. Clowes and
Sons.

To the firm of Messrs. Clowes of Stamford Street,
which by this extension became, with what they
already possessed, the largest owners of foreign type
in England, belongs the credit of being the first to
print books by machinery and the first to print
cheap  periodical  literature.   William  Clowes  the
elder, a native of Chichester, born in 1779, was
apprenticed to a printer of that town, and coming
to London in 1802 commenced business on his own
account in the following year 1803.    By marriage
with the daughter of Mr. Winchester of the Strand,
he obtained a share of the Government printing
work.   His first premises adjoined the garden of
the Duke of Northumberland at Charing Cross, and
when Clowes took to printing by steam the Duke
brought, and lost, an action against him for damages
to the ducal garden.   A money offer was then made,
and the firm moved (in 1824) to Stamford Street,
Blackfriars Road, where it still has its headquarters.
Here Clowes was chosen to print the Penny Maga-
zine, edited by Charles Knight, the first attempt to
provide the public with good literature in a cheap
periodical form.   The work was illustrated with
woodcuts, and so great was its success that from
No. i to No. 106 there were sold twenty million